Youth policy through a racial lens







#% "% $%

@
Hoern




Event per 1000 females 15-19

Rates of Teen Birth, 1990 - 2004
Rates of Teen Pregnancy and Abortion, 1990 - 2000
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Birth Rate Ratio Non-White to White
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Question Posed by CARTA:

“Are teen sexual health disparities a reflection of individual choices,
or the range of choices from which one is allowed t o select”?

Question Posed by Aspen Institute
Roundtable on Community Change,
Structural Racism and Community Building, 2004

“How is it that a nation legally committed to equal opportunity for all
— regardless of race, creed, national origin, or gen  der — continually
reproduces patterns of racial inequality?”
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- Discriminatory Lending
-Redlining
- Wage discrimination

*Media conglomerates that control
messages & images

-Racial profiling

-Institutional Bias
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Pathways of Impact
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Adapted from figure by Barbara Reskin at: http://faculty.washington eskiny
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Pathways of Impact
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Shift focus/emphasis of teen sexual health work
Pay attention to disparities
Advocate for data to document and monitor progress

Shift emphasis on individual interventions
Racism & power analysis with youth

Engaging parents/families around raising youth of color in
white world

Healing racism & addressing privilege
Personally mediated — whites & non-whites
Internalized — addressing personal responsibility in context
Youth and adults
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Greater attention macro vs. individual

Institutional, organizational & staff interventions
Racism & power analysis

Interventions/reforms in disciplines outside of teen sexual
health

education, juvenile justice, social services, workforce
Increased research & evaluation to quantify link

Surface examples from local practice where efforts underway
“Eyes on the Prize”
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